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Last week I saw a poster. There were two pictures on it. In one picture,
a Japanese girl had a *randoseru on her *back. In the other picture, a girl in
*Africa had a *water tank on her back. The poster was about the condition
of water in Africa.

In Africa it rains only a little, the heat is strong, and there aren't many
mountains, rivers, and lakes, so the ground becomes very *dry. (U There
isn't enough water for people. This makes many problems, for example,

it's hard to have clean water to drink, and washing clothes is very difficult.
Though these are big problems, the biggest one is how to get water.

Usually people have to walk for many hours every day to collect water.
After they put the water in a water tank, it becomes very *heavy. Then,
many families in Africa think that getting water is a woman's job. Mothers
have to go and collect water and girls have to help their mothers. It takes
all day for women and girls to get water, and then they use it to cook and
clean their houses. This means that girls don't have time to do other things,
such as studying at school and talking with friends. After I learned about
this, @ I understood what the poster wanted to show us.

Two people in Africa had an idea to make 3 a new kind of water tank.

It is very useful. It is not necessary for girls to put it on their back. It just
*rolls along the ground, so it is not heavy and it doesn’t take as much time
as before. Also, it is bigger than the old one and they can collect more
water than before. Because it makes collecting water @) ( )and ( ),

it is getting very popular. If girls use the new tank, I think that they can
have more time to go to school and enjoy spending time with their friends.
Though this new tank doesn’t solve the water problem, it will make & a big
difference in their life. I hope many girls in Africa can take off the water
tank and go and study at school.

({£) randoseru: 7~ K+t back: ¥t
Africa: 7797
water tank : VA —F — % 7 (K# ANLELR)
dry : ¥l L7 heavy : W\ roll(s) : 543 %
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What is a big difference?
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7 Though people in Africa have water to wash clothes, they don't
have it to drink.

A Because collecting water is a hard job, everyone in a family helps
each other.

7 Girls in Africa don't want to go to school because they don't like to
study.

I Many women have to walk far to get water.

#+ A tool to make clean water was made by two people in Africa.
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During this summer vacation, I read a book about Hashimoto Sanai. He
was a doctor and a great *thinker in the Edo period. He influenced many
people at that time, such as *Saigo Takamori and *Matsudaira Shungaku.
He was born in *Fukui-han in 1834. His father was a doctor, too, and he
taught Sanai many things. When Sanai was young, he studied very hard
and always thought, “T want to be a great person in the future. To be a
great person, what should I do? How should I live?” As a *guideline for
his own future, he wrote a book. The book’s name is *Keihatsuroku. 1 was
very surprised because Sanai was just fifteen years old when he wrote the
book.

In Keihatsuroku, Sanai wrote five important things about how to be a
great person in the future. *Especially, I was impressed with his idea about
friends. He wrote that having good friends was important for his future.
When Sanai was doing something wrong, his good friends told him that he
should change. Though he felt bad *at first, he *finally followed the advice
because it showed him the right thing to do.

When I think about my friends, I only think about fun things to do with
them, for example, talking with them, or going shopping with them. Though
Sanai was as young as me when he wrote Keihatsuroku, he thought about
his friends and his future very *seriously. In April, I will be a *high school
student. In high school, I want to make good friends, and study hard with
them. If my friend tells me to study hard, I will follow her. Sanai taught
me that advice from my good friend is very important for my future.

() thinker : BHZK  Saigo Takamori : PifFERE  Matsudaira Shungaku @ 25
Fukui-han : f&H:#% guideline : 881  Keihatsuroku * E5EEk
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high school : E#&
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What made Mika surprised when she learned about Keihatsuroku?
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7 Many people were influenced by Sanai in the Edo period.

A The purpose of writing Keihatsuroku was to teach many people
how to be a good doctor.

7 When Sanai was young, he always thought about having fun with
his friends.

I Sanai's good friends told him to do the right thing.

Z+ Mika's dream is to be a doctor like Sanai.
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Mika : Good morning, Sayaka.
Sayaka : Hi, Mika. How are you?

Mika : I'm tired. Last night, I watched a DVD of my favorite
musician’s concert. It was so exciting that I couldn’t
stop watching it.

Sayaka : Did you do your math homework?

Mika : No, I didn't.

Sayaka : Mika, you should study hard.

Mika @ | DS

Your advice sounds like my mother's.

You should not give me advice.

You're right. Thank you for your advice.

You're right. Hashimoto Sanai was a great person.
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Yesterday, our teacher told us about disasters after the evacuation
drill. Japan has had many disasters, for example, *heavy rain,
*heavy snow, and earthquakes. This year a lot of people from
Hokkaido to Okinawa had such disasters and it is still difficult for
them to live.

(D1 feel very sad about that. I never thought about disasters before,

but now I'm worried about them. I started to think about an
emergency in our town.

*Me, too. I'm most afraid of an earthquake because we don't know

when it will happen. Last night, I talked with my family about the
place to go in an emergency because I want to protect myself.
That's good. Where are you going to meet your family?

Well, we decided that when an emergency happens, we' re going to
g0 to the elementary school near my house first.

I see. T'll talk about it with my family tonight. I remember our

teacher also told us about a special bag for an emergency.

Yes. I think it's necessary to have one. Because I don't have one,
I'm thinking of preparing it.

Good idea. It's important to do @ it. What should you put in the
bag?

Actually, I got information on the Internet yesterday. I need
(3 water, food, clothes, a cup, a plastic bag, a *radio and other

things.
OK. Then, you'll need a big bag for that.
Sure. T'll ask my mother about it.

(#12) heavy rain : K heavy snow : K% radio: I V%
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Where is Kana going to meet her family in an emergency?
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¥ never ) country.
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