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Sea Otters and Their Population

Sea otters are small animals that live in the ocean. They can stay warm even in the
cold water because of their thick *fur. When sea otters rest or sleep in the ocean, they often
hold seaweed or each other’s hands to stay in a place. Many people enjoy seeing it and
love sea otters.

In the 17th centuries, there were about 150,000 sea otters all over the world. They
lived in places such as Alaska and California. However, in the 18th and 19th centuries,
many sea otters were hunted because of their fur. People wanted their soft and strong fur
which was sold for high prices and changed into expensive clothes. As a result, by the
beginning of the 20th century, only a few thousand were alive. Their population became
so small that sea otters were in danger of extinction.

Actually, sea otters play an important role in keeping the ocean environment good.
One of their foods is *sea urchins, small living things that eat seaweed. Seaweed is like a
forest in the sea, so it gives many other animals food and places to live. If there are too
many sea urchins, this will make living in the ocean hard for other animals. By eating
sea urchins, sea otters help other animals and seaweed. This means sea otters are important
for the ocean’s ecosystem.

Many scientists and groups with governments have started working to protect sea
otters. For example, they made laws. Thanks to them, special areas for sea otters were
created. There, sea otters can live safely because hunting and fishing are banned, and
boats must be careful with sea otters. Sea otters can live without being in danger. These
protected areas have helped the sea otter population grow again. In 2016, there were
around 125,000 sea otters in different parts of the world. For example, in Alaska, there
were about 70,000 sea otters. As a result, these areas have helped sea otters live safely
and grow in number.

Still, sea otters face some troubles today. One of them is *oil in the ocean. It can be
trouble for sea otters. In that case, it is difficult for sea otters to keep them warm because
of such things. When sea otters cannot keep warm, they may become sick or even die.
Moreover, sea otters are often hurt by things left behind in the ocean, such as old things
for fishing or other trash.

People can help sea otters by making the ocean and beaches clean. Also, supporting
laws that protect the places for sea otters can be effective. By protecting sea otters, people

can keep the ocean’s condition good.

(3F) fur : BE% sea urchin(s) : 7= oil : il



(1) Yy aBPECHTICE EED720IE T8 2RI A FAMELTHEYLZbDZ 2D
B, R rET.

7 1 > T

(2) ROBEMNIHTHERZELTROBEE LD DO% 20EY, iLrzFHFT,
Why did some people hunt sea otters?
7 Because sea otters brought a lot of money.
4 Because they Kkilled a lot of sea otters.
7 Because sea otters lived around the world.
I

Because they knew they could make clothes with sea otters.
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What can you do to increase the number of sea otters?

7

1
7
T

You can keep sea otters clean.
You can help other ocean animals.
You can pick up dangerous things, trash and so on.

You can hunt them in protected areas.
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7

Sea otters are not important for the sea environment because their number is
small.

Many groups work with governments to protect sea otters by creating areas
which help people hunt.

Sea otters are not in danger now, but there are some things which can hurt
sea otters.

Protecting sea otters helps other animals.
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Hi Marial How was the summer?

Hi Ayano! Guess what! I climbed Mt. Fuji with some of my friends.

Really? That sounds great, Marial Did you enjoy it?

Yes, I enjoyed it very much, but I was very surprised that so many people, not
only Japanese people but also foreign people, were climbing it. I heard about
300,000 people climb it every year, and especially the number of foreign climbers
is increasing more and more.

That's a lot! I'm glad to hear that Mt. Fuji is also loved by people all over the
world. Did you climb to the highest place?

Yes! It was very hard to keep climbing but I didn't give up.

Did you stay in one of the mountain huts?

Yes, I did. We had curry and rice for dinner. It's a very popular menu. There,
I was very surprised at the price of food and drinks.

Why?

Well, Dfood and drinks on Mt. Fuji are very expensivel For example, a bottle of

water which is sold for about 100 yen at a local supermarket * costs about 400 yen.
Really? That's so expensive!

Well, it is because they have to be carried by special cars for going up trails and
it takes a long time. If you climb higher, the price also increases. They carry not
only food and drinks but also sometimes people who work on Mt. Fuji, and even
sick people.

That sounds like a tough job! Oh, did you know that Mt. Fuji has problems?
One of them is that some people climb it with simple clothes.

: That's right. I saw some climbers like that. They didn't wear warm clothes and

hiking shoes. I was very cold when I went up. As a result, some of them became
sick and couldn’t stand up and walk by themselves!

That's terrible! I think it's important for climbers to wear warm clothes and hiking
shoes to protect themselves. Oh, I have seen a news report about the trash on
Mt. Fuji on TV. A lot of trash was left there.

That's right. I saw it when I climbed Mt. Fuji, such as many plastic bottles and
food on the trails. I was surprised to see them. I think climbers should go home
with their trash.

I agree with you. @ We must protect the environment of Mt. Fuji.

Does the local government do anything to do it?
Well, they collect money from climbers to protect the environment and keep the

trails clean. Some groups run a campaign to collect trash on Mt. Fuji. Also, during



the summer climbing season, climbers cannot go to Mt. Fuji by car on some roads.
They need to take local buses instead. As a result, the environment has improved
much better than the past.

Maria : I see. There are various efforts to protect it. It is because Mt. Fuji is loved by
people all over the world.

Ayano : That's right! I want to climb Mt. Fuji someday. I'm glad you enjoyed the
summer!

Maria : Thank you, Ayano! I will not forget this experience in Japan.
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According to Maria, why did some climbers have a problem ?
7 Because they were climbing too slowly.
A Because their clothes and shoes were not good for climbing.
™7 Because they didn’t bring enough food.

I Because they had many things to carry.
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7 There were fewer climbers from other countries than Maria thought.
A Maria felt really cold on Mt. Fuji.

7 Maria was surprised to see how clean Mt. Fuji was.

T

Climbers pay money to climb Mt. Fuji.
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I had a wonderful summer! I climbed Mt. Fuji with some friends. It was
really hard, but I was so happy when I reached the highest place in Japan. The
scene from there was amazing! There were many people from different ( 1 ).
Food and drink are ( 2 ) in a local supermarkets than in Mt. Fuji. I was very
surprised! Protecting the environment is also important. The local government is
trying to protect Mt. Fuji by collecting trash and ( 3 ) climbers to use ( 4 )
to visit there during summer. Anyway, I'm so happy to climb the ( 5 ) mountain

in Japan. I will never forget this experiencel!
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I ( 7 since / 4 lived / 7 in Fukui / = born / %+ have / 7 1/ ¥ was ).

MEH, RARIENT ETHEZHISZENTEEEATL
Yesterday, ( 7 tired / £ 1/ 7 finish / T too / % to / # was / ¥ my homework ).
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( 7 is/ 4 anidea / 7 Gandhi / T us / # taught / # non-violence / ¥ that ).
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If you ( 7 free / £ to/ 7 ask / T feel / % have / ## me / ¥ any questions, ).
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It's ( 7 to/ 4 to/ v listen / T possible / #* with / # music / ¥ anywhere )
smartphones.

HHRE TOITERZHZ TV IZTETh
(7 how / £ you/ 7 could / = tell / %+ me / 71 get to/ ¥ to ) Tokyo Station?
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At 10:00.
At 10 - 30.
At 11 :00.
At 11:30.
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Because she likes a party.
Because she is busy on Saturday.

Because she wants to join another party.

H O3~ N

Because she knows the next plan.

—
w
~—

She should arrive at the cafe early.
She should buy coffee.

She should go to the cafe after 10 am.
She should find another cafe.

Ho3 ~ N
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7 Volleyball £ Baseball *7 Tennis
I Badminton *+  Soccer 71 Basketball
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